
Sustainability in the 

Automotive Supply Chain



The Industry Standard for sustainable supply chains

What is RSCI?

✓ RSCI is a sustainability initiative of the automotive industry.

✓ RSCI offers companies a standardized audit program to assess social 

and environmental risks in the automotive supply chain.

25 Members
including companies and associations, are 

organized within the RSCI

2021
RSCI was founded under 

the umbrella of the VDA in Berlin

Smart assessment system 

for distribution 

in the supplier network

Integral part of exercising due 

diligence throughout  

automotive supply chains

Transparency on 

social & ecological risks



Sustainable supply chains are a key challenge 
for many companies

Current challenges

➢ Customers and civil society demand

sustainable supply chains

➢ Legal requirements at national and EU level 

require due diligence

➢ Lack of comparability and transparency 

makes supplier assessments difficult

➢ High effort and repeated audits for suppliers 

require significant time and financial resources

➢ Lack of practical and scalable solutions makes 

implementation difficult for small and medium-sized enterprises



RSCI supports companies in implementing 
due diligence obligations along global supply chains

Our solution

✓ RSCI assesses social and environmental risks through 

a standardized audit program

✓ RSCI supports compliance with legal requirements 

at national and European levels

✓ Standardized audits create transparency and comparability

✓ An IT platform enables shareable results and avoids duplicate 

audits

✓ Specifically developed for the automotive industry, with a 

focus on small and medium-sized enterprises

✓ Strong network and support services for members and 

suppliers



Assessment Content

Child Labor & 

Young Workers

Forced Labor

Employee Rights

Employee Participation

Working Hours & Payment

Fire Safety & 

Emergency Evacuation

Occupational 

Health & Safety

Chemicals & 

Hazardous Substances

Wastewater Mangament

Hazardous & Non-hazardous 

Waste Management

License to Operate &

Code of Conduct

Supply Chain Management

Working Conditions Health & Safety Environment Supply Chain Due Diligence



Assessment Planning & Conduct

Registration
Assessment

Initiation

Bidding & 

Scheduling

Assessment & 

Reporting

Corrective Action 

Plan & Follow-up
RSCI Label

The RSCI member 

invites auditee to 

register on RSCI 

Online. Auditee 

registers on RSCI 

Online, establishes a 

trading relationship and 

creates the facility that 

will receive an RSCI 

assessment. 

The RSCI member or 

auditee initiates an 

RSCI assessment. 

This includes entering 

the preferred time and 

confirming the 

payment information.

A bidding process 

runs to determine the 

audit body that will 

conduct the 

assessment. The 

auditee collaborates 

with the audit body to 

schedule the 

assessment date.

The auditor goes on-

site and conducts the 

RSCI assessment 

according to the RSCI 

requirements. 

• Site Observation

• Document Review

• Interviews 

Within 7-17 working 

days, the RSCI 

Assessment Report is 

released.

The auditee decides 

who has visibility on the 

assessment report.

The auditee defines 

root-causes and a 

corrective action per 

deviation → CAP

The CAP needs to be 

approved by the 

auditor. The auditee 

can revise the plan 

twice.

Within 9 months after 

the initial assessment, 

a follow-up must be 

initiated. 

ZT/Critical deviations 

= No label

Major deviations 

= Interim label 

valid for 9 months

Minor deviations 

= Full Label 

valid for 30 months

No deviations 

= Full Label  

valid for 36 months
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Types of Membership

Full Member

Role as Designer

✓Regular membership fee

✓Extended membership rights and 

benefits in relation to the RSCI 

assessment program:

− Double voting rights in the 

Member Conference

− Participation in working groups

✓Reduced assessment fees for own 

site assessments in the future

Basic Member

Role as User

✓Reduced memership fee

✓ Limited membership rights and 

benefits in relation to the RSCI 

assessment program:

− Simple voting rights in the 

Member Conference

− Participation in working groups 

at the discretion of the 

Governance Board

Association Member

Role as Multiplier

✓No memership fees

✓Right to attend and speak at the 

Member Conference, no voting rights

✓Participation in working groups at the 

discretion of the Governance Board



Membership Fees

Basic Membership Full Membership

(Previous year’s) revenue 

in EUR million (group)
Annual Membership Fee Annual Membership Fee

< 50 EUR 2,000 EUR 10,000

< 100 EUR 4,000 EUR 10,000

< 250 EUR 5,000 EUR 10,000

< 500 EUR 5,000 EUR 12,000

< 750 EUR 10,000 EUR 15,000

< 1,000 EUR 15,000 EUR 20,000

< 1,500 EUR 20,000 EUR 25,000

< 6,000 EUR 25,000 EUR 30,000

< 25,000 EUR 28,000 EUR 35,000

> 25,000 EUR 30,000 EUR 35,000



Contact Information

Nina Freund

Project lead / Secretariat

+49 30 897 842 - 401

n.freund@rsci.online

Jérémie Barreteau

Secretariat 

+49 30 897 842 - 366

j.barreteau@rsci.online

https://www.rsci.online/en info@rsci.online  
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